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Opposition Figure 
Leads in Venezuela 



By Louis H. Diuguid 

WashihetoifPSfetaff Writer 



CARACAS, Dec. 2— Th^^^litical maturity of Vene- 
zuela was sorely tried today when the voting populace 
waited 24 hours without results to hear who woL be 
their next president. 

Remarkably, given the past performance of the coun- 
trys young population of 9 .4 million, the day was as 

free of violence as it was 
Sunday, w'hen almost 4 million 
voted. Five years ago, when 
the country held the second 
elections of its modern era 
guerrillas made a massive ef- 
fort to disrupt the polls. 

Definitive results were not 
forthcoming because vote 
counting was slow without 
precedent here, and because 
the race among four candi-i 
dates was so close. 

Even with partial returns, 
one trend was clear — Vene- 
zuelan politics have taken a 
right turn. The more leftist 
presidential candidate was 
running fourth, and in con- 
gressional competition the ex- 
iled former dictator Perez 
Jimenez won a startling vie- 1 
tory. Not only will he go into' 
jthe Senate, but another from' 
his ticket probably will ac-^ 
company him into the 42-seat 
body. His makes shift party i 
will claim as many as 12 seats 
in the 179 -member lower 
house. 

Both Gonzalo Barrios of the 
ruling Democratic Action, 
Rafael Caldera of 
the Christian Socialist (COPEI) 
Party made clear that they felt 
they had won the presidency 
this morning Caldera was 
host to a reception that grew 
into a victory celebration. 
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Opposition Candidate Holds 
A Narrow Lead in Veneznela 
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Portly women dressed in 
green, the Party color, rushed 
to embrace him and to ex- 
claim, “What emotion!” A boy 
from the street presented him 
with a free lottery ticket. . 

But this afternoon Barrios's 
Party issued unofficial figures 
challenging those of Caldera. 
While both said they had 
counted about 2.5 million 
votes. Democratic Action 
claimed -a winning margin of 
about 2 per cent, and COPEI 
said it* was maintaining a 
margin 'of almost 5 per cent. 

Rural Areas May Tell 

Most indicators tended to 
favor Caldera, but it was 
thought that uncounted 
votes lay in rural areas which 
normally favor the Democrat- 
ic Action Party founded by 
former President Romulo 
Betancourt. 

The official council, mean- 
while, had counted soarely a 
fourth of the vote by 6 o’clock 
_ tonight. It showed Caldera 
leading in a race that was 
still tight among the top four. 

Running third, was M.A. 
BureM Rivas of a three-party 
coalition, and fourth was Luis 
Beltran Prieto, who led a 
leftist defection from the 
ru'ling Democratic Action. It 
was thought that Prieto 
might detract some of the 
peasant vote from Barrios in 
t the countryside. 

; But most pohticians agreed 
> that Prieto was running much. 

. weaker than expected, and 
‘ some attributed this to the 
same phenomena that ap- 
3 peared to catapult Perez Jime- 
j nez back into political respect- 
ability here. 

‘Backlash’ Indicated 



public order after a long pe- 
riod of violence in the streets. 

Other politicians seem to 
agree that this, was a factor, 
along with a gfeneral ennui 
caused by political infighting 
among the country’s parties, 
which' differ mainly in person- 
alities rather than on issues. 

Thus the support' for Perez 
Jimenez was seen as a desire 
to return to simpler tirhes, and 
— to some — to grander times. 

Looks to 1973 Race 

Damiani, 55, is also likely to 
enter the Senate. He said in an 
interview today that he was 
sure Perez Jimenez would be a 
candidate for president in 
1973. Then, he said, “we will 
return to the years of empire.” 

Ambrosio Perera, a long- 
time Christian Socialist, said 
he was not worried about the 
Perez Jiminez upsurge. Per- 
era, 64, said that Veinezuelans 
were quick to forget disasters 
but long in rememberinng 
personal favors. Both he and 
Caldera said they saw the 
vote for Perez Jiminez as a 
protest vote against the gov- 
ernment. 

The return to favor of the 
exiled dictator surely is linked 



in some way to the resur- 
gence of older politicians in 
other Latin American coun- 
ries. 

Old Timers’ Comeback 

Even in Chile, the demo- 
cratic bastion ruled by 
Christian Democrat Eduardo 
Frei, there has been a renew- 
al of support for Arturo 
Alessandri. He is a conserva- 
tive former ' president now 
in his 70s. 

In most of the countries, 
such as Ecuador, Colombia, 
and Panama, that have seen 
a revival of “father” fig- 
ures— many of them former 
dictators — the desire to quit 
the complex polities of eco- 
nomic development seemed to 
have been a prime factor. 

For the present, the only 
prospect in sight for Vene- 
zuela is considerable politi- 
cal complexity, as the minor- 
ity parties try to form work- 
able coalitions in the govern- 
ment that will take office in 
March. Despite the Perez Jim- 
enez vote, the precise dimen- 
sions of which are still not 
known, there are millions of 
Venezuelans who still enjoy 
the game of politics. 



j By these accounts, the mild- 
ly leftist Democratic Action 
has suffered from a backlash 
- reaction similar to that on : 
; which George C. 'Wailace 
staked hopes in the U.S. presi- 
dential campaign. 

‘ According to Luis B. Dami- 
I ani, president of the party that i 
; backed Perez Jimenez, the j 
people in Caracas demand | 




